The preparation of stable aziridinium ions and their ring-openings.
The reaction of enantiomerically pure 2-substituted 1-phenylethyl-aziridine with methyl trifluoromethanesulfonate generated a stable methylaziridinium ion, which was reacted with various external nucleophiles, including nitrile, to yield synthetically valuable and optically pure acyclic amine derivatives in a completely regio- and stereoselective manner.